[Deterioration of schizoaffective disorder due to an interaction between haloperidol and carbamazepine].
A 40-year-old woman with a schizoaffective disorder was initially treated with lithium carbonate and haloperidol decanoate, but after three years the lithium was replaced with carbamazepine. Following this, her performance deteriorated over several years despite increasing dosages of haloperidol. After withdrawal of the carbamazepine a remarkable recovery occurred. A pharmacokinetic interaction between haloperidol and carbamazepine, which results in decreased haloperidol blood levels, provides a good explanation of this clinical picture. This clinically relevant interaction should be incorporated into pharmacovigilance systems.